Acts 2:41-47

Background: We continue with Luke’s narrative as eyewitnesses from the
beginning, to provide an orderly account, that we may have certainty to the
things we have been taught. At that time the teaching was primarily done
orally by sharing stories. Luke knew the importance of securing the truth in
writing. He wrote it down so WE would have no doubt of what really
happened.

In Acts we are studying of the birth of the Christian church. If you missed the
last couple of weeks we picked up the story following the resurrection. Jesus
presented himself alive and taught of the kingdom of God for 40 days and then
ascended to heaven. Jesus instructs His followers to wait for the Spirit. They
cast lots in the upper room in Jerusalem and appointed Matthais to replace
Judas as the 12" Apostle. He will join the others to proclaim the gospel to the
12 tribes of Israel and serve as Judges over the 12 tribes of Israel in the age to
come. The Scriptures tell us they waited in anticipation and prayer for 10 days.

50 days after Passover we landed at Pentecost where the first believers
gathered. Scripture tells us in all there were about 120 people.

e And the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus, came from heaven with a sound
like a “mighty rushing wind” (like a tornado or freight train) as an audible
sign

e and fire as avisible sign on each one of them and they were ALL filled
with the Holy Spirit

e and began to speak in other languages to Jews from every nation under
heaven and each heard them speak in their own language.

e Peterthen preached the first sermon to the new church explaining what
happened and quotes the prophet Joel describing the promise to “pour
out My Spirit” in the last days.

e And Peter also quoted David promising that God would “set one of his
descendants on the throne” and this was Jesus who is both Lord and
Christ their Messiah.

e Asthey heard this message, they were “cut to the heart,” repented and
3,000 were baptized. This is where we pick up the Scripture today. This



Pray

Scripture gives us a bird’s eye view of the first church. It is a valuable
guide and reminder of the priorities of the church.

Acts 2:41-47 #' So those who received his word were baptized, and there
were added that day about three thousand souls. “* And they devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers. “* And awel®! came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. “*And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. *° And they were
selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds
to all, as any had need. “® And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad
and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were
being saved.

In this passage, Luke has given the Christian church the very basic model of
the essential practices of the Christian church so we would:

Know the background and facts pertaining to all the details of the
beginning of the Christian movement

Know what practices and activities were essential to follow Jesus as
disciples

Understand the attitude they had toward each other and record their
behaviors reflecting the convictions that were in their hearts as they
sought to live out their life of following Jesus.

First, It is important that we know who were those that were in the first
church. We learned that at Pentecost there about 120 people who first
received the Holy Spirit and then Peter preaches the first sermon and 3,000
repented and were baptized. So, what do we learn about the birth of the
church?

They were all “saved.” The Scripture says, “those who received his word,”
repented and were baptized. They were not the curious, the skeptical, or the
unbelievers.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A41-48&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26981a

Everyone or nearly everyone in the body of the first church were
eyewitnesses to Jesus and shared a common conviction that Jesus was the
Messiah and they received the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. As Brett shared,
this confession came at a great cost. They would be counter to the culture
and were considered blasphemers by the Jewish religious leaders seeking to
maintain power. They would have experienced separation from their
community, loss in their business, and outcast from their families.

During the first 500 years it was illegal to practice Christianity in public.
Luke tells us in Acts 18:1- Emperor Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome
because of Christ. Nero made Christians scapegoats for the Great fire of
Rome in 64 AD torturing and burning Christians. We went to Croatia and
visited the palace of the Emperor Diocletian. It was one of the few remaining
palaces not destroyed following the fall of the Roman empire. Diocletian is the
emperor who issued an edict to destroy all places of Christian worship, to
burn the books, and cease all acts of Christian worship during his reign
around 300 AD. It was not an easy time to be a Christ follower and the cost
was extreme to be a Christian in the first 500 years.

Christianity was a movement birthed out of rejection of Jesus as the Messiah
and the Christian church was refined by the fire of persecution. Those 3,000
who repented, were baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit were radically
changed. Their conviction of what they saw, heard and believed was strong
enough for them to risk everything. They committed their time, talents and
treasure to build the kingdom of God.

Who were those that were in the first church? They were those who
confessed with their mouths and believed in their hearts that Jesus was the
Messiah, was crucified, dead, buried and by God’s power was raised from the
dead. They believed the time was fulfilled and the kingdom of God was at
hand.

The 13 families that started VCC and those who have joined VCC in these first
4 years acknowledge these same core beliefs.

Does this mean that we do not welcome unbelievers into the church?
ABSOLUTELY NOT. We welcome everyone to come and hear about Jesus
Christ. However, we are not going to tailor our message to an unbeliever and



will teach the Scripture for what is says. All of you who are members
acknowledged and signed a membership covenant stating your repentance
and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ. We will not knowingly have unbelievers to
serve, teach or assume leadership positions in the church.

What happens when you depart from this teaching?

In studying for this lesson, | came across an article from 2003 that cited a
survey from Christian researcher George Barna regarding what Christians
identifying as “born again” say that they believe.

e 26% believe that all religions are essentially the same.

e 50% believe that a life of good works will enable a person to get to
heaven.

e 35% of “born-again” Christians do not believe that Jesus rose
physically from the dead.

e 52% do not believe the Holy Spirit is a living entity.

e 45% do not believe that Satan exists.

e 10% believe in reincarnation.

The point here is to emphasize the contrast between the first church
established by the Spirit and the current western church. We could logically
conclude that only a small percentage of even those that claim to be “born-
again” Christians in the western church are actually saved. Today there are
many Priests and Pastors who are not saved. And you wonder why the church
is losing members at such a high rate. Jesus Christ is still the head of the
church and His church is the body of believers and followers of Jesus. Our
time is a time of refining and purification of the church and we can be sure
that Jesus continues to call people to Him and a revival will come.

Acts 2:42 “> And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching.

The Apostles were those who trained under Jesus. We know from our study in
chapter 1 the qualifications to become a disciple.



A disciple had to have been with Jesus since the beginning of his
ministry. They would have been present at Jesus’ baptism and heard
God declare, “This is my beloved Son in whom | am pleased” and
witnessed the Spirt descend on Jesus.

They would have walked alongside Jesus on the roads between villages,
heard His teachings and withessed His miracles.

They would have paraded with Jesus on His triumphant arrival to
Jerusalem, learned to be a servant in the washing of their feet and
shared the last Passover meal.

They would have heard His high Priestly prayer, seen Him betrayed,
crucified, dead and buried.

They would have witnessed his resurrection, touched His hands and
feetin the upper room, and listened to him for the 40 days after His
resurrection, tell beginning with Moses and all the prophets the things
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

At that time, the teaching was firsthand oral instruction. Later the
essentials of the faith were shared by creeds and prior to their death, the
Apostle’s put to writing detailed accounts of their teaching so that we now
have the privilege to learn directly from them in our study of the Scriptures.
The Apostle’s teaching have been meticulously preserved over the centuries
and have been translated to the languages reaching nearly all of the people.

At VCC we seek to be devoted to the Apostles teaching by staying to the

Scripture. We spent the first two years covering 2 Corinthians and the next two
years walking through Luke’s gospel. We now are devoted to studying the Acts
of the Apostles in learning about the early church, the Apostle Paul’s ministry,
and his fight to keep the gospel pure, eliminate false teaching and clarify
church doctrine/beliefs and practices.

Peter describes this process of growing in our faith by the Word.

1 Peter 2:2-3 Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word,
that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the
kindness of the Lord. NASB

Timothy describes the practical applications of the Word to our daily life.



2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is beathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and training in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

The Scripture is “breathed by God,” and it is “Profitable.” It provides a return
on your investment in studying the Word of God. It trains us, corrects us so
that we may be complete, fully equipped to live righteous lives that are
attractive to others.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
“the fellowship,”

In this context “Fellowship” is referring to a status or position. As “Believers,”
they were all in “fellowship” with Christ. They were of “One Accord.” They
were “United.” They were “one with each other.”

At VCC we are united in “the fellowship.” We are united in our common
belief in the Lord Jesus Christ. As stated before, to be a member of VCC one
must acknowledge a covenant that states that we repent of our sins, believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ and give ourselves wholly to Him. We are also united
with all believers across the world that share the faith in Jesus. Collectively we
are the ekklesia, called out ones, the assembly of believers or the church. We
are instructed in Hebrews:

Hebrews 10:24-25 2* And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, ?° not giving up meeting together, as some are in
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see
the Day approaching. NIV

| like this translation as | am reminded of a talk from a Lyle Sankey, Hall of
Fame all around cowboy who talked about digging in the spurs and “letting the
fur fly.” We are to “spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving
up meeting together.

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.



The breaking of the bread was an expression not referring to a
communion service, but an ordinary meal. The early church was devoted to
fellowshipping. They experienced koinonia and were devoted to enjoying each
other’s company, building friendships, and sharing in the Apostles teaching
and in the peace of God given them by the Holy Spirit.

The same way that we get to know each other and fellowship at VCC is
by breaking bread together every Sunday. The early church came to hear the
Word of God and they came to fellowship with one another. Itis our hope that
all of you feel welcomed and experience the warm greetings of friends united
in Christ as we share our lunches together.

The breaking of bread was indeed a meal, but it was also a time to
remember and reflect on the sacrifice that our Lord made for us. For the Lord
commanded us as we break the bread and drink the cup, we are to remember
His body and His blood that was shed for us.

Luke 22:19-20 ' And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” * And likewise the cup after they
had eaten, saying, “This cup thatis poured out for you is the

new covenant in my blood.

Acts 2:42 “> And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

And the prayers. They devoted themselves to prayer.

We have access to the throne room and the power of the Almighty God
through prayer.

e Luke 11 Jesus teaches us how to pray in the Lord’s prayer in.

e Matthew 6:6. Matthew tells us where to pray, “When you pray, go into
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”,



Paul tells us what to pray. Phil 4:6. Be anxious for nothing, butin
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 Paul tells us to Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.

Then there are times when we don’t even know what to pray. Romans
8:26 In the same way, the Spirit help us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us.

The early church was a praying church.

At VCC, we invite you to pray during the worship service

Gabriel has led our Monday Night Prayer service and

We have prayed and anointed many who need pray for healing or in the
sending of people to the mission field.

We aspire to be known as a praying church.

One of my most favorite books is, Chase the Lion by Mark Batterson. He says,
“If your dream doesn’t scare you, it’s too small.” And, “God honors big dreams
because big dreams honor God.”

Can you imagine all that God could do if we committed to pray for BIG things?
Big things that only God can do?

So, we have the order of service as our guide.

Devote ourselves to the teaching from Scripture

Devote ourselves to the Fellowship and to fellowshipping with one
another. Enjoying one another’s friendship.

Devote ourselves to the breaking of bread in remembrance of Jesus
Devote ourselves to prayer.

Acts 2:43-45 “® And awe!® came upon every soul, and many wonders
and signs were being done through the apostles. *“*And all who believed
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were together and had all things in common. *° And they were selling
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all,
as any had need.

This is not a call for communism or socialism where no one has ownership of
personal property and a governing authority determines who gets what. That
would go against the law of God in the Old Testament that is designed to
protect private property. This was not a forced distribution of wealth by any
authority, but was a pure act of generosity. There were people in the early
church suffering from poverty and others that were prospering. We are not
required to give up our property, but we ARE required to be generous. Why?
Because God has been so generous to us. Communism and socialism is
involuntary, but Christian giving is voluntary. They were happy to give to their
brother in need. They were “cheerful givers” and God loves cheerful givers.

2 Cor. 9:7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

| did not intend to use this passage as a giving Sunday, but as part of
VCC'’s finance committee | do want to make a comment here on giving. One of
the things that attracted me was the experiment of having an elder run church
with no full-time paid staff and the experiment to use commercial space that
was otherwise not used on Sunday mornings at minimal cost to the church
was interesting. Because of this, we were able to target giving 50% of our
tithes and offerings to missions. In 2023 we were able to give 50% of our tithes
and offerings toward missions and supported missions from our own body,
local missions and missions around the world. As of our last finance
committee meeting our tithes and offerings have been able to pay for lunch,
childcare, cleaning services, member retreats and functions but we are no
where near being able to give to missions as we were able in 2023.

Part of this is our fault. We were intentional in not emphasizing giving in
the church. We don’t pass a plate or ask for offerings from the pulpit. It may
appear that we do not need any funds. Butthatis not the case. As with the
early church, itis our desire for VCC to be a generous church to support the
needs of the body, the community and the world. Because we have little
facility cost and no full time staff, we want to be an example of how churches



can maximize the giving to missions. We also do not want to make it hard to
give to the church. For those that arrive before the service starts,.... we have a
QR code for giving that cycles with a Welcome message. When you click on
the main menu button on Luep, there is a “Give” icon in the lower left corner.
We will also add a QR code to tithe box. We do prefer electronic giving over
cash or check as itis much less of an administrative burden. Someone has to
collect it, deposit it and record the gift in QuickBooks.

So let us be cheerful givers, generous givers and make an impact for the
kingdom in our own body, our own community, and around the world. Now we
pick back up in verse 46.

Acts 2:46-47 “° And day by day, attending the temple together

and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad
and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were
being saved.

These new Christians continued to go to the temple. They also broke bread
together in each others homes. They did not have buildings to hold these
3,000 new believers but they did get together to study the apostles teaching,
fellowship and pray together in each others homes. They were not contentious
people. They praised God and gained favor with all the people. They were
noticeable different. They were an attractive light in their community. They
did not have a church sign, website or rock band to draw people in, but they
did have love for each other and their joy was infectious and contagious so
that the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

This is the church. The body of Christ.

When Brett invited me to consider starting a new church | asked, “Why in the
world do we need another church?” “What is going to be different about this
church that we cannot find in all the other churches in Houston?” There was a
list of things he cited that match the description of the first church described
today in our Scripture in Acts chapter 2.

1. The church is for the saved in Christ. It is not a “Sunday Circus”
designed to attract large crowds and entertain large audiences. Itis a



body of believers in Jesus who confess with their mouths and believe in
their hearts that Jesus was raised from the dead.

2. Exegetical teaching. We trust in the Scripture as our ultimate authority
and at VCC we are going to teach the Scripture one verse at a time.

3. Paultells usin 1 Corinthians 11 that in the taking of the bread and the
cup that we are to “do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.” At VCC the Lord’s Supper is front and center during the worship
and we celebrate the Lord’s Supper every week.

4. Fellowship of the believers - It was during covid and everyone was
longing for fellowship. Our weekly gathering was a reflection of some of
our best seasons in life when, as singles, we lived our lives in
continuous fellowship. We did everything together.

5. VCC is a praying church that believes in the Word and in the Power of
the Holy Spirit. We believe that God calls his disciples to continue His
work through the spiritual gifts. “Heal the sick, raise the dead and cast
out demons.” Matthew 10:8

Other characteristics that | heard that alighed with the early church and
Scriptures. Elder led, believers’ baptism, no paid full-time staff and the use of
unused commercial space on Sunday morning allows us to give more to
missions according to Acts 1:8 “to be witnesses to Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” and many other
things make VCC unique in our community.

| will end with the testimony of Aristides who was an Athenian philosopher.

He was an unbeliever. Yet, he was struck by what he observed in the early
church. Itis a reminder that we are not of this world. Therefore, if any man is
in Christ he is a new creature. (2 Cor. 5:17) You are the light of the world. A city
set on a hill cannot be hidden. So let you light shine before others so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your father who is in heaven.
(Matthew 5:14, 16) When others see members of VCC, we pray they will be
stuck by what they observe.

Aristides, the Athenian philosopher

“They abstain from all impurity.” “In the hope of the recompense that is
to come in another world. As for their servants or handmaids or



children, they persuade them to become Christians by the love they
have for them. And when they have become so, they call them, without
distinction, brothers. They do not worship strange God’s and they walk
in all humility and kindness and falsehood is not found among them and
they love one another. When they see the stranger, they bring him to
their homes and rejoice over him as over a true brother.

“And if there is among them a man that is poor and in need, and if they
have not an abundance of necessities, they will fast two or three days
that they may supply the needy with the necessary food. They observe
scrupulously the commandment of their Messiah. They live honestly
and soberly as the Lord their God commanded them. Every morning and
all hours on account of the goodness of God toward them, they praise
and laud him, and over their food and their drink, they render him
thanks. And if any righteous person of their number passes away from
this world, they rejoice and give thanks to God, and they follow his body
as though he were moving from one place to another. And when a child
is born to any of them, they praise God. And if again it chance to die in
it’s infancy, they praise God mightily as for one who has passed through
the world without sins. Such is the law of the Christians and such is
their conduct.”



So What Does Jesus Want Me to Know?

The church are those who are saved. Those who have repented,
confessed and believe that Jesus was raised from the dead.

Devote ourselves to the teaching from Scripture

Devote ourselves to the Fellowship and to fellowshipping with one
another. Enjoying one another’s friendship.

Devote ourselves to the breaking of bread in remembrance of Jesus
Devote ourselves to prayer.

Let us be cheerful givers, generous givers and make an impact for the
kingdom in our own body, our own community, and around the world.



