The Rock of Offense
Acts 18 —Paul in Corinth

Background: Paul leaves Athens, the Greek city of intellect and arts and arrives in
Corinth.

e Ancient Corinth in south central Greece on a narrow piece of land connecting the
peninsula to mainland Greece.

e It was a major trading city and a very wealthy city

e Melting pot of Romans, Greeks, Jews and other ethnic groups

e Known for the Temple of Aphrodite — on top of the acropolis where 1000 Prostitutes
would served the goddess of sexuality.

e Itwas known for it’s immoral culture, the sin city of the ancient world.

e Paul comes to Corinth after being beaten in Phillipi, rejected in Thessalonica and
Berea and given indifference in Athens.

1 Corinthians 2:1-3 And |, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to

you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For | decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. *And | was with you in weakness and in
fear and much trembling, - Trying to be obedient to the call to Macedonia he was like a
dog that is repeatedly beaten. He was weak, fearful and trembling. He needed rest.

e Paulspent 18 months in Corinth and wrote 2 letters to the church in Thessalonica. 1
& 2 Thessalonians

Acts 18:1-4 After this Paull®! left Athens and went to Corinth. 2And he found a Jew

named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see
them, 3and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they
were tentmakers by trade. *And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to
persuade Jews and Greeks.

e “He found aJew named Aquila” - He finds a friend. Aquila a person of peace. When
you are defeated, lonely and downtrodden, what do you need?

e Afriend. Looking for change, have you ever come to a new place and needed a
friend? When you first arrived to your dorm room, moved to a new city or visited a
new church? | am sure you can think of someone that you met that may still be
lifelong friends. | have many of these. Daniel Lambert, Steve Woodrow

e Paulfinds someone who shared a trade of tent making with his wife Pricilla — likely
from a high standing Roman family.
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Aquila and Pricilla were Jews/ Christians from Rome and Paul stays with them.
Claudius was the emperor of Rome. Peace through strength. Pax Romana.

The peace of Rome was being disturbed by the Jews. There was this faction that
claimed that a Jew was the messiah and resulted in violent disruptions. To the
point that Claudius expelled the whole lot.

Verse 4: Paul reasoned in the Synagogue every Sabbath and “tried to persuade”
Jews and Greeks. — He followed the same pattern as in other towns and the same
pattern as Stephen.

What is it about the message of Jesus that resulted in the stoning of Stephen, violent

disruptions in Rome, stoning, beating, imprisonment and violent reaction to the

message of Jesus?

Luke 12:51-53 Jesus says, *' Do you think that | have come to give peace on earth? No, | tell
you, but rather division. 2For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three

against two and two against three. 3 They will be divided, father against son and son against

father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

The name of Jesus divides. It divided in the first century and it still divides.

Every person must answer the question, Who is Jesus?
What is the pattern we have seen of Paul during these missionary journeys? He

travels to a city, he goes to the synagogue, he proclaims Jesus is the Messiah and he
is driven out, beaten, stoned or put in prison.

First Missionary Journey: Paul and Barnabas

Acts 13:14-15 — Paul and Barnabas go to Antioch in Pisidia reads from the Law and
proclaims Jesus.

Acts 13:50-51 %°The Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading
men of the city, stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them
out of their district. 3 But they shook off the dust from their feet against them and
went to lconium.

Acts 14:1 - Paul and Barnabas go to Iconium, enter the synagogue, and spoke in
such a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed.

Acts 14:5-7 Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers sought to stone them so they flee
to Lystra and Derbe,




e Acts 14:19 "But Jews came from Antioch and lconium, persuade the crowds and
stone Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead.
o Acts:14:21-22 They make many disciples and return to Lystra and to Iconium and
Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue
in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of
God.
o NOTE: 1 Corinthians 14:3 30n the other hand, the one who prophesies
speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation.
(Strengthening, Encouraging, Comforting)

Second Missionary Journey: Paul and Silas. They split with Barnabas and go backwards
to Derbe, Lystra and Iconium strengthening the churches in their faith and, the Holy Spirit
was on the move, adding believers to the churches. They pick up Timothy in Lystra and
they head west. They were prevented by the Spirit from going south or north as planned.
The Spirit closes some doors, but they walked in faith until they came to a dead end at the
edge of the seain Troas. The Lord had waited until this time to open the door and call them
to Europe.

e Acts 16:12-13 They cross the sea to Europe go to the Roman colony of Philippi, to
the River, meet Lydia, baptize her household.

o They cast out the demon from the fortuneteller causing them to lose their
business, so they seized Paul.

o Acts 16:20-23 The men bring them to the magistrates and say, “These men
are Jews, and they are disturbing our city, The crowd joined in attacking
them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to
beat them with rods. 22 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them,
they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. — You
may remember, the Spirit caused an earthquake, the doors were opened and
chains fell off, but no one left. The Jailer was saved and Paul declares that he
is a Roman citizen and complains that they put them in jail without a trial.
They wanted no more trouble and begged him to leave the city.

e Acts 17:1-2 They go to Thessalonica, go to the synagogue, and for 3 Sabbaths Paul
“reasoned” with them from the Scriptures,

e Acts 17:5, 10 °But the Jews!® were jealous, they form a mob, set the city in an
uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the
crowd....... “The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea,
and when they arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue
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e Acts 17:13-14 "*The Jews from Thessalonica that Paul was preaching in Berea and
they came after him. So the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to the
sea. Silas and Timothy remained there.

e Acts 17:16-17 Paul arrives in Athens, he sees the city was full of idols. ' So he
reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the

marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.

e Acts 17:21 2" Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend
their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. — Here they were not
beaten and run out, but were in a city who loved debate and knowledge.

What is the message that Paul is teaching as he goes to a new city and to the synagogue
thatis so divisive? What is the message that causes the Jews and Gentiles to stone Paul,
beat him and imprison him.

It was similar to the message given to Paul by Stephen before the mob killed Stephen. Itis
the message given in Acts 14 and repeated in every colony, every synagogue and every
place Paul could get an audience to listen.

“Brothers, descendants of Abraham, and you who fear God, listen to me!” (cf. Acts
13:16)

1. God’s Sovereign Work in Israel’s History

Our God, the God of our fathers—the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—has been
faithful throughout our history. He chose our ancestors and made them a great nation
during their sojourning in Egypt. With an outstretched arm, He delivered them through His
servant Moses, just as it is written:

“l am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery” (Exodus 20:2).

For forty years, He bore with them in the wilderness (Deuteronomy 8:2), gave them the land
of Canaan as an inheritance (Joshua 21:43-45), and raised up judges and kings to shepherd
His people.

2. David and the Promise of a Messiah
Then came King David, a man after God's own heart. To him, God made a promise:

“l will raise up your offspring after you... and | will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever” (2 Samuel 7:12-13).



We, your fellow Israelites, have long awaited the fulfillment of this promise—the coming of
the Messiah, the anointed One, who would reign in righteousness, restore Israel, and bring
salvation.

3. The Fulfillment of the Promise in Jesus

| proclaim to you today: God has fulfilled this promise to our fathers by raising up Jesus,
as itis written in the second Psalm:

“You are my Son; today | have begotten you” (Psalm 2:7).

This Jesus of Nazareth, born of the seed of David (Isaiah 11:1), walked among us, taught
with authority, healed the sick, cast out demons, and fulfilled what the prophets foretold:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news
to the poor” (Isaiah 61:1).

Yet our rulers in Jerusalem did not recognize Him. Though they read the prophets every
Sabbath, they fulfilled those very Scriptures by condemning Him. Without finding guilt
deserving death, they handed Him over to be crucified.

But God raised Him from the dead—just as He said, and just as it was foretold:
“You will not let your Holy One see decay” (Psalm 16:10).

He appeared to many witnesses, including us, His apostles. We are here to declare this
good news to you: Jesus is the Messiah.

4. Justification by Faith, Not the Law
Through this Man, forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. And by Him:

“Everyone who believes is justified from everything from which you could not be
justified by the law of Moses” (cf. Habakkuk 2:4; Acts 13:39).

The Torah and the prophets point to a righteousness apart from the Law (see Jeremiah
31:31-34). The new covenant has come. The promise to Abraham, that in his seed all
nations would be blessed (Genesis 22:18), is fulfilled in Jesus the Messiah.

5. A Call to Believe

So, my brothers, do not harden your hearts. Take to heart what the prophet Habakkuk
wrote:

“Look, you scoffers, be astounded and perish; for | am doing a work in your days that
you would not believe even if someone told you” (Habakkuk 1:5).



Do not let this word pass by. Repent and believe. The Kingdom of God is at hand, and
through Jesus the Messiah, forgiveness, reconciliation, and eternal life are available to all—
first to the Jew, and also to the Gentile.

Key Hebrew Scriptures Paul Would Have Quoted or Alluded To:
¢ Genesis 12:3; 22:18 - Promise to Abraham of blessing to all nations.
e Exodus 20:2 - God’s deliverance from Egypt.
e 2Samuel 7:12-13 - God’s covenant with David.
o Psalm 2:7 - Declaration of the Son.
¢ Psalm 16:10 - Resurrection prophecy (“Holy One will not see decay”).
e Isaiah 11:1-2 - The Branch from Jesse.
¢ Isaiah 53 - The suffering servant.
e Isaiah 61:1-The anointed one preaching good news.
¢ Jeremiah 31:31-34 - The promise of a new covenant.

¢ Habakkuk 1:5; 2:4 - Warning to unbelief and righteousness by faith.

Why did it provoke such violent reactions? Stoning, run out of town, beaten, putin
prison.

In Thessalonica, Acts 17:6 “These men who have turned the world upside down have
come here also

1. Claiming Jesus as the Messiah

Paul declared that Jesus of Nazareth, who had been publicly executed as a criminal, was in
fact the promised Messiah (Acts 13:23). This was scandalous for several reasons:

¢ Many Jews expected a conquering king, not a suffering servant (cf. Isaiah 53 was
often overlooked or reinterpreted).

¢ Claiming the Messiah had already come—especially one who was crucified—was
seen as blasphemous and deceptive.

2. Announcing the Resurrection of Jesus



Paul taught that Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to many witnesses (Acts 13:30-
31). The Sadducees, a dominant sect in Jerusalem, denied the resurrection entirely (Acts
23:8), while others would view this as a dangerous innovation or heresy.

3. Proclaiming Forgiveness Apart from the Law

Paul emphasized that forgiveness and justification come through faith in Jesus, not
through the Law of Moses (Acts 13:38-39). This directly challenged the authority of the
Torah and the temple system. It was viewed as undermining centuries of religious tradition
and priestly authority.

4. Including Gentiles in the Covenant

Paul repeatedly stated that Gentiles could become full members of God’s people through
faith in Christ—without circumcision or Torah observance (Romans 3:29-30; Galatians
3:28). This universalism angered those who believed in ethnic and covenantal exclusivity
(cf. Acts 22:21-22, where Paul mentions being sent to the Gentiles and the crowd erupts).

5. Challenging Jewish Privilege and Identity

By saying that the Jewish leaders had rejected and crucified the Messiah (Acts 13:27-28),
Paul was effectively accusing them of resisting God’s plan. This could be interpreted as:

¢ Blasphemy (for dishonoring God's chosen leaders).
¢ Treason (for undermining Jewish unity under Roman oppression).

e Apostasy (for turning people away from the Law and toward a "false" messiah).

Historical Confirmation

In Acts 14:19, Jews from Antioch and Iconium persuaded the crowds and stoned Paul in
Lystra. In Acts 22, the Jewish crowd listened to Paul until he said that God sent him to the
Gentiles—then they shouted for his death.

Summary

What provoked stoning was not merely Paul's use of Scripture, but his reinterpretation of
itin light of Jesus—a crucified Messiah, resurrection from the dead, salvation apart from
the Law, and inclusion of Gentiles. These were seen not as theological nuances but as
dangerous, blasphemous departures from sacred tradition.



Acts 18:5 °When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the
word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus.

e Friends arrive. Timothy was in Thessalonica and Silas was in Phillipi. They were a
welcome sight.

e Paul brings good news about the church in Thessalonica and Listen to the affection
that Paul expresses to the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 3:6-10 °But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has
brought us the good news of your faith and love and reported that you always
remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you— ’for this reason,
brothers, ! in all our distress and affliction we have been comforted about you through
your faith. 8 For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord. °For what thanksgiving
can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our

God, "as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face

and supply what is lacking in your faith?

e Timothy brings a gift offering from the church in Phillipi so that Paul could give up
tentmaking and focus 100% on the Word and proclaiming Jesus as Messiah.

2 Corinthians 11:9 °And when | was with you and was in need, | did not burden anyone,
for the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied my need. So | refrained and will
refrain from burdening you in any way.

Acts 18:6-7 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said
to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! | am innocent. From now on | will go to the
Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a
worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue.

e Again—-They opposed and reviled him for confronting them with the name of Jesus.

e Justin case they were not offended by Paul’s message of Jesus as the Messiah, he
reminds them when they put Jesus on trial with Pilate saying, “Your blood be on your
own heads.” Remember the exchange between Pilate and the Jews.

Matthew 27:25-26 2 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a
riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “l am
innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” 2 And all the people

answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”

e He goes next door to the house of a Roman, Titius Justus and the gospel of Christ
began to bear fruit in Corinth.
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Acts 18:8 2Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his
entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were
baptized.

Acts 18:9-11 °And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go
on speaking and do not be silent, for | am with you, and no one will attack you to harm
you, for | have many in this city who are my people.” "' And he stayed a year and six
months, teaching the word of God among them.

e Even with the company of his friends and financial help, Paul was in a cesspool
of moral depravity. He was overwhelmed and discouraged. Listen as Paul
describes what he experienced in Corinth.

Romans 1:26-28 6 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For
their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 2 and
the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with
passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in
themselves the due penalty for their error.22 And since they did not see fit to
acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be
done.

e Paul had just had another confrontation with the Jews and told them their blood
was on their hand. He was probably fearful of the beatings or imprisonment that
might come next.

e How often do we worry about problems that have not come our way? We
anticipate trouble and get unnecessarily wrapped up in anxiety over
something that may not even come to pass?

e Butthe Lord comes to Paulin a vision to encourage him saying, Do not be afraid,
no one will harm him and the harvest is ready for you. — Great encouragement for
you and for me as we are overcome. Do not fear. Stop worrying about tomorrow.
I am with you, no one will harm you and God has many people waiting for you.
Keep ministering.

e Paul stays in Corinth for 18 months.

Acts 18:12-17 2But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews!™ made a united attack
on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, *®saying, “This man is persuading people to
worship God contrary to the law.” "*But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said
to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, | would have reason
to accept your complaint. "®*But since it is a matter of questions about words and names
and your own law, see to it yourselves. | refuse to be a judge of these things.” " And he drove
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them from the tribunal. '7 And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and
beat him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this.

So What?

e Look for people that need a friend.
e We learned how to share the gospel.

Romans 1:16 "®*For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

e Do not fear, no one will harm you, | have plans for you and plans for others to know
Me.



